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AVID Essay Summer Institute: In AVID I Know I Belong

I am sitting in my cozy little room, in a sixty-by-twelve square-foot mobile home on an Indian Reservation, working diligently on my homework.  I have so much work to do that I don’t know where to start.  I am trying to solve a very complex math problem but I can’t concentrate with all the noise outside.  My neighbors who have been drinking are screaming at each other again.  Over the television set, I can hear my parents talking in the living room, my younger siblings fighting over a toy and the telephone ringing.  


Living on an Indian Reservation, one is constantly exposed to negativity, violence and drug abuse.  I am not like anyone in my neighborhood and not even like the rest of my family. I have a plan of escape.  I am determined to make something of my life, not flipping burgers or picking fruits in someone else’s field. My father always tells me, “Trabaja duro y así vas a poder llegar muy alto y realizar tus sueños” (If you work hard, you will go far and will be able to realize your dreams).   I won’t mimic my cousins who married young and got pregnant.  I am very different!  I have always taken the harder path to improve myself.  I work hard so I will be able to give my parents all the things they never had.  AVID has guided me to achieve my aspirations, and even though I sometimes feel insecure, and frightened by where my life will lead; I will succeed.


AVID has empowered me to succeed in my journey. It helps me with my struggle to make a difference in life. It has given me the tools to excel in high school and it has not only prepared me to fulfill my dreams of a college education but has made me a more honorable human being.  The skills that I gain in AVID have shaped my personality and character and have taught me one of the most important things in life: determination. I know that I belong in AVID because I am dedicated and determined to be a triumphant and better person. I have always been strong-willed and AVID has encouraged this determination and drive within me. Without the AVID philosophy, I wouldn’t have the tools required to meet my goals and my successes in high school. I feel special and fortunate to be part of this program.  the note-taking skills, the communication skills learned through tutoring others, and the setting of goals  have helped me navigate the road less traveled, the harder path that I have chosen. I am an active participant in school and am very involved in community service and leadership organizations. I remember as a freshman; I didn’t know anything about Advanced Placement classes or how to proceed through high school or even how I get to college. All I knew was that I wanted to succeed. This is why in AVID, I know I belong. I have maintained an overall 4.13 GPA in AP and Honors courses. I am proud of ranking 11 of 349 senior students but I still have the ardent desire to be in the top ten of my class.  I am constantly challenging myself because in AVID we have learned to take challenges and overcome them. It inspires me to work harder and strive to improve my life.  I am willing to overcome adversity to attend a four-year university. I will become a pediatrician and I will have my own practice.  I would also like to travel to Africa and make my mission the treatment of the infirm. 

Recently, I experienced the most unexpected event, something that I wouldn’t wish for anyone.  The Paradise Fire of October 26, 2003 changed my life forever. It all happened so fast; my mom had to stop cooking breakfast, I had to get up from bed and try to pack some things but it was useless, the fire was moving too quickly. Outside my window I could see the radiant red sky and ashes sprinkling down like white snowflakes. People were screaming outside trying to save their lives from the ferocious wildfire. I was told to pack some blankets and some of my personal belongings but I stood in my doorway looking at everything I had: my awards, my computer, and my Tweety collection and my backpack. For some reason, I knew that this was going to be the last day that I would see them. The only thing that I grabbed was my backpack. It might sound silly, but this bag travels with me everywhere I go. I treasure it like a living soul.  My backpack means a lot to me because it contains my schoolwork, notes, and most important, my AVID binder. Now I know why it is so important to just carry one binder so I could save it in case of a fire. I feel that my backpack has become more than just the bag that I carry to school every day; it is a part of me like the lungs in my body that help me stay alive. It has become my most valued possession because education is my life. I think that going to school is the best thing that has happened to me. I have grown into a strong young Latino woman whose positive attitude, leadership skills and uniqueness have inspired my community. My backpack holds my unique future and breathes life into me.  My time and hard work are found in that bag. I treasure my AVID binder because it is where I write my goals and it is in AVID that I learn to make priorities in life and make good decisions.  The AVID saying, “How would I know what I write until I read what I write” are the words that have stayed in me. My backpack holds my thoughts. As I ran to the car the wind blew very hard like a huge hurricane destroying people’s homes. The strong smell of smoke grew stronger hitting my nostrils. I felt I was in a Hollywood movie; everyone was running with utter panic and fear on their faces. For the first time in my life I saw a diversity of cultures blending together trying to help each other.  

I am overcoming every obstacle and challenge in my life by choosing the right path.  I sometimes feel that I carry the world upon my shoulders: maintaining grades, working after school, involvement in extra curricular activities, tutoring my siblings, helping my parents translate paperwork, bills, and phone calls. My life has been filled with many unfair circumstances, but my family’s financial situation has inspired my determination to move beyond their circumstances. I had to overcome my shy, quiet nature and step forward to assist others.  Although I had lost all my belongings and possessions, I felt a deep conviction to help similar victims for whom English was an obstacle.  I didn’t want to be a victim, rather part of the solution. By volunteering at the Red Cross shelter I was able to provide what I myself needed: comfort and inspiration. I understood their fear of what the future might hold. Now as we rebuild our lives I see myself, as part of the solution. My family remains homeless and I feel responsible for getting our lives back to normal. My family’s grief will not let me surrender because my mind and body have grown stronger than ever before. I often think of my father who comes home tired after working under the hot sun, his nose flaming red, his clothes heavy with sweat.  My Pa works hard and makes sacrifices to give us a decent lifestyle.  Education is seen as a positive thing but he is unable to help me with class assignments.  As in the words of Mahatma Gandhi, "We must become the change we want to see in the world." I want to be part of this change by becoming a pediatrician and becoming the first in my family to graduate from college. As I embark on the life of my dreams, beginning with a successful life in college, nothing will impede my progress.  Challenges will always exist but they will only accelerate the plan to improve my life. I face my fears and move forward and will live my dreams because I believe in the desire that burns in my heart!

