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Rewinding ten years, as I sit looking out the window as an 8-year-old girl, the scent of warm 

biscuits come from the kitchen. The aroma conjures up an image of a loving mother in the 

kitchen making Sunday dinner. I sit wondering what it would be like to have a mother. I wonder 

if the semblance of a mother I had is still alive. Suddenly, a male’s voice startles me and says, 

“You’re never going to be anything, you’re my pet; I’m going to show you what I do with things 

I own.” At that moment he violently takes my innocence. I knew I would never be pure again. 

That was the beginning of my horrible, tragic childhood.   

 

As I got older, I became bitter and angry at the world and myself. I felt that I was being punished 

for my parent mistakes. They abandoned me with no sympathy. My parents let peer pressure, 

drugs, and sex interfere with their future and my life. I was placed in environments filled with 

anger so great, that individuals who were supposed to care for me didn’t show any love; all they 

could do was act out their anger though physical, emotional and sexual abuse. At this point in my 

life I had become a misanthrope. 

 

Sophomore year I was accepted into the A.V.I.D Program. The first week I began to learn how to 

work with my peers. I was the type of student that didn’t like working in groups. Unaware that it 

didn’t matter that I did not like working with others, I had to now, because I was a part of the 

A.V.I.D family. Over the next month, I got in to fights and arguments with my peers. Ms. 

Mitchell, my A.V.I.D teacher, saw that I was having problems so she pushed me to work better 

with my peers, pull up grades from Bs and Cs to A’s and Bs, like a mother that prepares her baby 

to fly.  Ms. Mitchell embedded in my head that “life is about choices and consequences so 



choose wisely” This AVID program was a start of a new life for me; it has helped me see that I 

am not a product of my environment. Ms Mitchell’s time, effort, love and intelligence has gotten 

me to this point. This program lets me see the forest and not the trees in front of me. 

 

On September 8, 2009, I was mentioned in President Barack Obama’s speech as being an 

example student in America. I could not have done this without support of my AVID family, Ms. 

Mitchell, the AVID Coordinator for Julian High School, Mr. Barrett and the Social Justice 

Program at my school.  

 

I am a graduating senior at Julian High School ranked in the top 5% of my class and have a 3.6 

GPA, and have been accepted to more than 10 colleges and earned several scholarships. I am no 

longer a misanthrope and love my A.V.I.D family for me it’s the only family that I have. 

 


